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Wallflowers Need Not Apply 

Greater Minnesota Needs Strong Legislators Now 

Calling all voters:  if you care that Greater Minnesota stays strong, you need to send some tough, smart 

legislators to St. Paul.   

Before the election results are even tallied, Greater Minnesota is at a disadvantage simply because of 

redistricting.  Through the process of redrawing the lines to reflect shifts in our state’s population, Greater 

Minnesota actually lost seats in the legislature.  Further, in many areas, rural incumbent legislators were 

paired in the same districts, so several lawmakers with seniority and experience will automatically not be 

returning.  Add to that the many talented legislators that have retired from public service, and we know 

that Greater Minnesota will lose some of its influence at the State Capitol.  

Historically, many influential and locally-minded legislators have come out of Greater Minnesota, such as 

former Republican State Rep. Dan Dorman of Albert Lea and retiring Democratic State Sen. Keith 

Langseth of Moorhead.  These two lawmakers frequently bucked their respective political parties and 

fought for (and achieved) what was best for their rural districts.   

Moving forward, we need more legislators of this mold if we want to build strong communities for 

Greater Minnesota.  We have many needs that will only be achieved through strong representation.  

Without a doubt, the 2012 Session was a good one for the metro area.  The legislature funded a new 

Vikings stadium for Minneapolis, St. Paul was awarded $25 million for a new Saints ballpark and will 

receive $2.7 million per year for its convention center, and the Southwest Corridor light rail project was 

advanced.   

Meanwhile, the state has failed to fund the job-creating and event-attracting civic centers in Rochester, 

Mankato or St. Cloud.  Completing the four lane expansion of U.S. Highway 14 has been put off for 
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decades, impeding the movement of goods and services from the corridor’s regional hubs and economic 

centers and jeopardizing the safety of its residents.  Greater Minnesota has hundreds of millions in 

backlogged wastewater treatment needs that have gone unaddressed.  While we don’t dispute the positive 

economic impacts that stadiums and transit improvements will have for the metro area, we also need to 

make sure the needs of Greater Minnesota are not being ignored. 

Further, rural businesses, farms, and homeowners have been hit harder by state cuts that resulted in 

property tax increases.  From 2011 to 2012, Greater Minnesota saw an 8 percent increase in property 

taxes as compared to 2.6 percent in the metro.  A disproportionate share of this increase fell on our 

biggest employers and Main Street businesses.  If this trend continues, Greater Minnesota will not be a 

viable place to raise a family or run a business. 

This is why it is absolutely critical that we elect strong, smart, and independent candidates.  Greater 

Minnesota cannot afford to have legislators that will be beholden to either political party’s ideology—we 

need individuals who will represent their communities first.  Please, on November 6, cast your votes for 

candidates who will stand up and fight for a strong Greater Minnesota. 

 


